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Homelessness is the condition and societal category of people who lack fixed housing, usually 
because they cannot afford a regular, safe, and adequate shelter. The term "homelessness" 
may also include people whose primary nighttime residence is in a homeless shelter, in an 
institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized, 
or in a public or private place not designed for use as a regular sleeping accommodation for 
human beings.  
 
The Waubay School District policy is to: 

1. Enroll students experiencing homelessness, consistent with state and federal law, 
until all enrollment records may be secured, i.e. academic records, medical records, 
proof of residency, or other documentation; 

2. Notify the Department of Social Services of any student who is subject to the 
statutory compulsory attendance law and who is experiencing homelessness; 

3. For any homeless child enrolled in the Waubay School District strive to eliminate any 
stigmatization and any other identified barriers for homeless students; and 

4. Prohibit decreased or denial of services based on the status of the student being 
homeless; and 

5. Provide students experiencing homelessness with services comparable to services 
offered to other students in the school including but not limited to the following: (a) 
educational services for which the child or youth meets the eligibility criteria, such as 
services provided under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 or similar State or local programs, (b) educational programs for children with 
disabilities, (c) educational programs for students with limited English proficiency, 
(d) transportation services, (e) programs in vocational and technical education, (f) 
programs for gifted and talented students, and (g) school nutrition programs. 

6. A parent, student, employee, or district stakeholder who has a complaint regarding 
the use of federal NCLB funds and is unable to solve the issue, may address a 
complaint regarding the enrollment, transportation (including inter-district 
disputes), and other barriers to the education of children and youth experiencing 
homelessness may file a complaint pursuant to Policy ACA.  

 
Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth may initiate the dispute resolution process 
directly at the school they choose, as well as at the district or district’s homeless liaison’s office. 
The parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth shall be provided with a written explanation of 
the school’s decision including the rights of the parent, guardian, or youth to appeal the 
decision. Students should be provided with all services for which they are eligible while disputes 
are resolved. 
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